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commenced afresh, and for a short time the Catholic
party in the Council had much their own way, hav-
ing frightened Henry into abandoning the Lutheran
connection, in order that the vengeance of the
Catholic league might not fall upon him, when the
Emperor had crushed the Schmalkaldic princes.1
Henry's health was visibly failing; and the
two factions in his Court knew that time was short
in which to establish the predominance of either
at the critical moment. On the Protestant side
were Hertford, Dudley, Cranmer, and the Queen,
and on the other Gardiner, Paget, Paulet, and
Wriothesley; and as Katharine's influence grew
with her husband's increasing infirmity, it became
necessary for the opposite party if possible to
get rid of her before the King died. In February
1546 the imperial ambassador reported: " I am
confused and apprehensive to have to inform your
Majesty that there are rumours here of a new
Queen; although I do not know why or how
true they may be. Some people attribute them
to the sterility of the Queen, whilst others say
that there will be no change whilst the present
war lasts. The Duchess of Suffolk is much talked
about, and is in great favour ; but the King shows
no alteration in his behaviour towards the Queen,
though she is, I am informed, annoyed at the
rumours." 2 Hints of this sort continued for some
time, and evidently took their rise from a deliberate
1 Spanish Calendar, vol. 8.    Hume.
a Ibid. The Duchess of Suffolk, a great friend of Katharine Parr's,
and widow of Charles Brandon, who had recently died, was the daughter of
a Spanish lady and of Lord Wiiloughby D'Eresby, which title she inherited.
She soon after married one of her esquires, Francis Bertie, and became a
strong- Protestant.